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Why Do This Study?

ÅCommon perception that water 

quality may be deteriorating.

ïStudies in the news.

ïBeach advisories due to bacteria.

ïAlgae on beach.

ÅThe Captiva Community Panel, 

concerned about water quality, 

obtained funding and with SCCF, 

initiated this study.



Previous Studies in Area 

ÅDeGrove (FDEP) 1981. 

ïCaloosahatchee estuary has reached its nutrient 

loading limit.

ÅJanicki Environmental 2003. 

ï1996-2001 Caloosahatchee estuary high Chla, N,  

turbidity, & color compared to other CHNEP 

estuaries.

ÅDoering (SFWMD) 2006.

ïSignificant decrease in DO and increase in TSS in 

Caloosahatchee estuary from mid-1990ôs to 2003.

ï1985-2003, no significant trend in N or P, but estuary N 

and P concentrations correlated to loading at Franklin Lock.



Study Area

55.5 % Septic Systems

44.5% Sewer

Septic system no DEP record

Septic  system in DEP record



Goals

ÅBaseline water quality 

assessment for Captiva.

ÅIdentify possible problems.

ÅIdentify source of problems.

ÅInform stakeholders of findings.


